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was assigned 1o investigate the
disappearance of Jason
Galehouse and Michael Wachs
holtz, who were both 26 when
they vanished in separate parts
of Tampa on Dec. 20, 2003,
Wachholiz’s body was found
Wi c{nped inasheet Jan, 6in the

of a Jeep Cherokee in a
Town 'N Country apartment

parking lot. Galehouse has not
been found.

Detective Sought Warrant

In January, DeBlock asked
the Hillshorough State Attor-
ney’s Office to help him get a
search warrant for a possible
suspect in the missing gay men
case. The suspect might have
used a date-rape drug called
Gammi-Hydroxy Bumte ar
GHB, to drug and ki
men, then sexually assnur
torture them, DeBlock tnld
prosecutors.

GHBE is an odordess, colorless
liquid that acts on the central
nervous system as a depres-
sant and anesthesia and can
cause memory loss. It is
banned in the Unired States for
ather than medical uses,

Ober's office rejected De-
Block, saying he could not be a
witness for a search warrant al-
fidavit because he was not
credible.

Ober denies he hampered
DeBlock's investigation and
declined to be interviewed for
this story. His attormey, Thom-
as Gonzalez, said Ober has a
long-standing policy not to tse
DeBlock as a witness because
DeBlock's credibility came in-
to question over the tape re-
cording of two prosecutors ina
1999 Investigation of a Hills-
borough County prosecutor.
DeBlock surreptitiously re-
corded conversations with the
prosecutors 1o gather evidence
against another.

Gonzalez also said that Ober
informed the Tampa Police
Department that any detective
other than DeBlock could
swear oul an affidavit in the
missing men case.

Tampa police Maj. June
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State Attorney

Interfered

With Probe, Detective Says

OBER DENIED WARRANT
IN MISSING MEN CASE

By JOSHUA B. GOOD
jgrod@tampatrib.com

TAMPA — A veteran Tampa
detective with a history of ac-
cusing prosecutors of corrup-
tion has filed a lawsuit saying
the Hillshorough state attorney
interfered with an investiga-
tion into the disappearance of
two gay men in December,

The interference delayed the
search of a possible suspect’s
residence for months, said De-
tective Dale “Chip” DeBlock in
his suit against State Attorney
Mark Ober.
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Detective Dale “Chip” DeBlock has clashed with the state attor-
ney's office since he said a prosecutor had sex with a prostitute.

Siling, who supervises detec-
tives, said DeBlock was the on-
ly detective assigned to the
case and only he could have
signed the affidavit.

Sometime during the past
two months, Tampa police and
Drug Enl‘urmmcnt Adminis-
tration agents searched the
suspect’s home using a federal
search warrant, Siling said.

Scott Albrechi, a DEA agent
assigned to the case, said De-
Block's assertion that there
was evidence of kidnapping
sexual molestation, torture or
nggmmu.-d battery at the sus-
pect’s residence was overstat-
ed. Albrecht said a more accu-
rate deseription would be that
it "may be" evidence of such
conduct.

The suspect was drrested on
narcotics and drug parapher-
Talia charges, Siling said. He
spenit six hours in cu and
wits released, Albrecht said, Of-
ficials would not disclose the

suspect’s name because of an
ongoing homicide and drug in-
vestigation.

Siling and Albrecht said the
investigation Is in the prelimi-
nary stage. At this point, inves-
tigators don't know whether
the man lIs linked to any at-
tacks, Siling and Albrecht said.

DeBlock declined to speak
an the record for this story. His
attorney, Ward Maythaler, did
not return several calls seeking
comment.

Brian Winfield, a gay rights
spokesman for Equality Flori-
da, said it was outrageous that
a "petty dispute” could have
hampered the investigation.

Although he said he was
pleased with the way the Tam-
pa Police Department often
met with members of the gay
community te ger leads,
"We're disappointed with the
lack of results with the investi-
gation,” Winfield said.

Galehouse's friend, Joel Ed-

Eventually, federal drug
agents secured their own war-
rant to search the suspect's
residence, where they found
"evidence of the kidnapping,
sexual molestation, torture or
aggravated battery of victims,"
DeBlock also said in the law-
suit.

Since 1995, police in the
Tampa Bay area have investi-
gated the disappearance of at
least five gay men, DeBlock

See DETECTIVE LAWSUIT, Page 8 =
Ober denies hampering probe.

N On WFLA-TVai 6 p.m.
8] today Samara Sodos re-
el porison how long Tam-

pa's top cops knew about the
sipuahble,

Atleast five gay men have
been reparted missing in the
Tampa Bay area since 1995,

+ Michael Wachholtz, 26. Re-
ported missing Dec. 20, Found
dead Jan, 6 Last secn leaving
his home at 5305 Bay Club Cir-
cle. His bady was found in his
~car at the Camden Bay Fointe
apartments at Memaorial High-
way. .
+ Jason Galehouse, 26. Miss-
ing since Dec. 20, Last seen
about 2:45 a.m. at 2606 Narth
unmrﬂnmmewlmhetuld
friends hewas leaving with
two men, Authorities say they
have not established a link be-
tween the Wachholtz amnd
-Galehouse cases,
+ Bradley Lee Williams, 31.
‘Missingsince June 9, 2001.
Last spon at the Metropolis
: m;'lm Kennedy Boule-

~# Mark Thompsan. Missing
since Nov: 1,2001, 30. Last
“seen leaving the Pro Shop Pub
on Cleveland Street, Clearwa-
tor

* James M. Shumaker, 36.
‘Migsing since OcL. 20, 1995,
Last seen at the Parthenon Ca-
feindowntown Tampa.

Sources: Tribune archives, Florida
Department of Law Enforcement
L

wards of Orlando, set up a Web
site at Www.findjasonnow
com. He said he wasn't sur-
prised by DeBlock’s allega-
tions. )

"It's sad that if those allega-
tions are true that people’s
egos gel in the way of the great-
ergood,” Edwards said.

Galehouse's mother, Pam
Williams, said she hasn't been
happy with how the Tampa
Palice Department has han-

.dled the case since May. She
said she believes her son is still
alive.

Loss Of Trust And Transfer

DeBlock first filed a lawsuit
against Ober in 2003, claiming
Ober slandered him and inter-
fered with his job. On June 18,
DeBlock filed an amended
complaint outlining parts of
the missing gay men investiga-
tion.

DeBlock hias been taken off
the case because of his prob-
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lems with Ober, Siling said.

The DEA, Hillsborough
County Sheriff’s Office and
Tampa police are now jointly
investigating the missing per-
sons case, Ober also has re-
ferred Dthn}‘unk ‘:ss cri;rlil court fil-
ing about the missing gay men
to the LL.S, attomey's office for
a possible criminal investiga-
tion into leaking information
about an ongoing investiga-
tion.

lamMuﬂmy spokeswom-
an for the Tampa Police De-
partment, said Chiel Stephen

Hogue was upset about De-
Block's revelations about the

investigation.

McElroy said Hogue did not
know Ober had banned De-
Block as a witness until Deli-
lock applied for the search
warrantand was rejected,

Former Tampa Police Chief
Bennie Holder had promised
Ober in 2001 that DeBlock
would not handle cases where
he would become at witness,
said Pam Bondi,
spukeswuman Because of
Holder's actions, DeBlock
sued the Tampa Police Depart-
ment, ﬂw:lawsulthpending.

DeBlock is assigned to a
squad that investigates guns
and gangs. His job is to trace
guns used in crimes. He has no
contact with the Hillshorough
State Attorney’s Office, McEl-
roy said.

DeBlock has warked for the
Tampa Paolice Department for
21 years. Despite his problems
with the prosecutor’s office, he
has received excellent annual
reviews from his supervisors.

“Detective DeBlock is al-
ways professional in his treat-
ment of complainants and sus-
pecis. Det. DeBlock gets along
extremely well with his co-
workers and his supervisors,”
Sgi. DLE. Kirby wrote in De-
Block's evaluation last year.

DeBlock is a strong support-
er of Ober’s political opponent,
Robin Fuson, in the Aug. 31 Re-
publican primary. That sup-
port is expressed on DeBlock’s
Web site, www.leoaffairs.com,

where DeBlock encourages

visitors to support Fuson.

In 1996, DeBlock was as-
signed to the depariment’s
criminal intelligence bureau, a
position he held until May
2001 when he was transferred
1o investigate missing persons

L

'Ober’s:

cases use Oher had told
Holder that DeBlock could not
be used as a witness, according
1o a deposition Holder gave in
DeBlock's lawsuit against the
department. Missing persons
investigators are less likely
than mainstream criminal in-
vestigators to seek search war-
rants and be called as prosecu-
tion witnesses.

DeBlock’s problems with the

~ local prosecutor’s office

in 1997 when he reported to
the 11.S. attorney's office, the
FBI and the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement that

State Attorney Harry Lee Coe

TIT had sex with a prostitute, ac-
cording to a sworn deposition
he gave in his lawsuit against

‘Ober. Gonzaler said the LS,

attomey's office declined toin-
vestigate Coe on the word of a
pmsﬂh._lte.

In

99, DeBlock nccm“id
i prosecutor Elton “Bud-
ssendanner of tipping
off John Brotherton, the owner
ofa rie shop, that Broth-

‘erton was under investigation.
‘DeBlock recorded his tele-

phone conversations with two
other prosecutors in his at-
tempt to get information on
Gissendanner and gave the
tapes to the FDLE.

Gissendanner, who at the
time prosecuted prostitution
cases against massage parlors,
strip clubs and lingerie shops,
knew Brotherton and recused
himself from Brotherton's cas-
es, according to sworn state-
ments from his supervisors.

DeBlock was investigated for
illegally taping the conversa-
tions and said he was doing it
on behalf of the FDLE, FDLE
agents said that wasn't so.
Based on the FDLE's response,
Gonzalez said, Ober decided
DeBlock could not be used as a
witness because his credibility
wits questionable,

DeBlock was cleared by a
state attorney from Manatee
County who reviewed the case
and ruled DeBlock was allowed
to record the conversations be-
cause he was conducting an in-
v::gamn Tampa police in-

affairs investigators also
cleared DeBlock.

Researcher Angie Drobnic Holan
and WFILA Reporter Samara
Sodos contributed to this report.
Reporier Joshua B. Good can be
reached at (A13) 259-T638.



